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« . ^."V^^ MA/L/WG DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - — 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROIVI 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timefv fried 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the applicaton to become ABANDONED (35 U S C 6 1 331 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed mav reduce anv 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). ^ ' 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)|g| This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213 
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4) KI Claim(s) 1:^2 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) n Claim{s) is/are allowed. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 



1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1, 5, 9, and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Armand (FR 2 736 884). 

Re: claim 1, Armand discloses a control lever (10) for a parking brake, comprising: a 
control lever for the parking brake, which is mounted to an interior equipment (17) of a vehicle 
for moving between an operating position in which it operates the parking brake, and a releasing 
position in which it releases the operation of the parking brake; a recess (16A) that 
accommodates the control lever when the control lever occupies the releasing position; and a 
releasing knob (21), operative for returning the control lever from the operating position to the 
releasing position, the releasing knob being disposed on a peripheral surface of a grip of the 
control lever, the peripheral surface corresponding to an opened face of the recess. 

Re: claim 5, Armand discloses the control lever further comprising a protrusion formed 
on a head of the grip, the protrusion projecting toward a bottom surface of the recess, the 
protrusion (finger grooves on handle) defining a limit of grasping of the head of the grip by a 
driver. 

Re: claim 9, Armand discloses that the releasing position is substantially vertical (see Fig. 



2). 
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Re: claim 11, Armand discloses the control lever is disposed in a driver- facing front dash 
of a vehicle. 



3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) v^hich forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2, 6 and 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Armand (FR 2 736 884) in view of Decrouppe et al. (USPN 5,685,789). 

Re: claim 2, Armand discloses the claimed invention a control lever (10) for a parking 
brake, comprising: a control lever for the parking brake, which is mounted to an interior 
equipment (17) of a vehicle for moving between an operating position in which it operates the 
parking brake, and a releasing position in which it releases the operation of the parking brake; a 
recess (16A) that accommodates the control lever when the control lever occupies the releasing 
position; and a releasing knob (21), operative for returning the control lever from the operating 
position to the releasing position, except, the releasing knob being disposed on a peripheral 
surface of a grip of the control lever, the peripheral surface facing a bottom surface of the recess. 

Decrouppe et al. shows a releasing knob being disposed on a peripheral surface of a grip 
of a control lever. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to modify the apparatus of Armand to place the release knob on a peripheral surface for the 
purpose of ergonomic placement for the driver. 
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Re: claim 6, Armand discloses the control lever further comprising a protrusion formed 
on a head of the grip, the protrusion projecting toward a bottom surface of the recess, the 
protrusion (finger grooves on handle) defining a limit of grasping of the head of the grip by a 
driver. 

Re: claim 10, Armand discloses that the releasing position is substantially vertical (see 



Re: claim 12, Armand discloses the control lever is disposed in a driver- facing front dash 
of a vehicle. 

5. Claims 3, 4, 7, 8, and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Armand (FR 2 736 884) in view of Decrouppe et al. (USPN 5,685,789) as applied to claims 1 
and 2 above, and further in view of Larabet et al. (USPN 6,234,041). 

Re: claims 3 and 4, the above reference combination shows the claimed invention except 
positioning means disposed between an inner wall of the recess and a head of the grip. 

Labret et al. shows positioning means disposed between an inner wall (30b) of the recess 
and a head (38f) of the grip (see Figs. 4 and 6). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to modify the above reference combination to provide a resilient positioning means for the 
purpose of cushioning the head in the slot. 

Re: claim 7 and 8, Armand discloses the control lever further comprising a protrusion 
(finger grooves on handle) formed on a head of the grip, the protrusion projecting toward a 
bottom surface of the recess, the protrusion defining a limit of grasping of the head of the grip by 
a driver. 



Fig. 2). 
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Re: claim 11, Armand discloses that the releasing position is substantially vertical (see 



Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Mar (USPN 4,169,312), Sykes (USPN 6,282,980), Opel (DE 37 27 625), and Toyoda 
et al. (EU 0 520 401) Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Bradley J Van Pelt whose telephone number is 
(703)305-8176. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 7:00-4:30, 2nd F 7:00-3:30. 

7. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David A Bucci can be reached on (703)308-3668. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703)305-3597. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703)308-2168. 



Fig. 2). 
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